Public Informational Session - October 28, 2009

Neighbors of Meriden trail have concerns about Phase 2 

By Andrew Perlot 
Record-Journal staff 

MERIDEN— Residents had their chance Wednesday night to hear the city’s plan for the second phase of the Meriden Linear Trail and weigh in on it. The completed first phase, the Quinnipiac River Gorge Trail, is a multi-use pedestrian and biking path that runs 1.3 miles from Finch Avenue on the Cheshire line to Red Bridge on Oregon Road.

The second phase is planned to pick up on the opposite side of Oregon Road and stretch 1.2 miles to the parking lot of Platt High School on Coe Avenue.

The $1.4 million expansion includes adding 12 new parking spaces to the Dossin Beach parking lot for a total of 45, a new48-foot bridge over Sodom Brook, and the reconstruction of an existing 18-foot-long bridge. If the project remains on budget, federal grants will pay for $956,000 and the town will pay $191,200. If all deadlines are met, the project is to be com​pleted sometime in 2011.

The project was described by Paul Magyar of Lenard Engi​neering, the firm designing the trail.

Phase 2 will be relatively simple with no frills due to budget constraints, he said, but he noted that the 48-foot bridge would be “the jewel” of the project.

Joseph Zajac, chairman of the Meriden Linear Trail Advi​sory Committee, said addition​al features for the trail, such as attractive seating and informa​tion kiosks, were added to the first phase and financed by fundraising. He said he hopes to raise funds for such items for the second phase, too.

Several residents of Glen Hills Road, which abuts the proposed trail, warned city staff that their properties flood and that the trail likely will flood, too.

Public Works Director Robert Bass said he was un​aware flooding in the area was so severe, but he said the bridges would be built to han​dle 100-year floods. The grad​ing of the trail will not vary much from the current dirt path through the area, so resi​dents won’t have to worry about conditions being wors​ened, he said.

Members of the Quinnipiac River Watershed Association asked that a vegetative buffer be left between the trail and where it runs parallel to Sodom Brook and Hanover Pond, which they said would prevent chemical runoff from entering the water and preserve wildlife.

Resident Kevin Diaz said he was concerned cars parked at Platt High School by trail walk​ers might be vandalized, and members of the advisory com​mittee said they would look into his concern.

The plans call for at least one information kiosk on the trail near the parking lot at Dossin Beach. Local historian Dan Deluca, who is working with the advisory committee to de​scribe the history of the area, said he’d ideally like to have three kiosks.

The first would describe the history of Dossin Beach; the second, the former Hanover Park amusement park; and the third, near Platt, the history of Platt and Wilcox high schools.


